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THE SYRIAN SITUATION

25 February 1954

I. Current Situation
A. Shishakli overthrown by arm
politicians. \ 25X1
B. New regime has proclaimed intention to
select civilian president. Army offi-
cers in background.
1. Mentioned as possible president -
77-year-o0ld Hashim al Atasi, who i
was president 1937-39, 1949-51. .
Selected as rallying point for ;
military and civilian malcontents. '
2. Leading military figure appears to
| be Captain Mustafa Hamdani, chief i
of intelligence. Probably sup- ?
ported by other younger officers ?
and present chief of staff. %
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Il. Immediate prospects in Syria

A.

B'

Uneasy alliance of military and civiliar
Initially emphasis likely to be on

restoration of constitutional life

Liched § 12 PR iTug ol Raedino ol
abolishe years ago. &*é < \“ A
1. Notorious divisions among Syrian

politicians likely to renew civ-
ilian wrangling that brought mili-
tary to the fore in 1949,

2. This prospect enhances opportuni-
ties for such active social revo-
lutionists as Akram Hawrahi.

Meanwhile, military likely.to insist on

civilian rule which protects army's

preeminent position in national affairs.

Military leaders will be engaged in

struggle for power within army.
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III.

E.

Outlook for Syrian interﬁal stability
not bright. Internal dissénsion in-
vites traditional meddling by other
Arab neighbors, particularly Iraq.
Israel may be tempted to make moves
to consolidate position in areas dis-

puted with‘Syria.

Implication for United States

A,

Syria in immediate future will be too
preoccupied to concern itself with
foreign issues.

No progress on economic aid agreement,
refugee resettlement and Johnston plan.
Syria for time being will faithfully
follow Arab League, will not commit
itself on East-West issue. No indica-

tion that new leaders anti-Western.
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h .7 YHE LATEST CRISIS IN SYRIA
\ I
I, Current Situation n404¢;90v€a3)ng~mydiﬁiu

' A. Reported revolt of 3-6,000 troopse in

porthern cities.

1. Aleppo radio broadcasting incitement
to revolt, claiming wide popular and
army support.

2. Oppeosition forces reportedly occupy
Deir ez Zor, Homs and Hama.

B. Shishakli in Da-acéus apparently
controls government and rest of 34,000-
mapD army.

l. Government sending troops and planes
porthward.

2. 8trict censorship; government radio

silent. 25X1

25X1 Shishakli

given six hours to resign Zy
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I11. Implications for Shishakli

A, Pirst serious army dofoction‘during his
four-year-old military dictatorship.

B, Demonstrates Shishakli's unpopularity.

C. Situgtion, following Shishakli's 27
January move ngainlt opposition leaders,
is most serious challenge to his
cont&auéd hold on Syri;.

D. However, unless more major units of army

defect, he will probably remain in bovera

25X1

1. units

below Damascus joining revolt. It
true and if extended, his position
will become untenable. "

I111. Implication for United States

A. Unlikely Shishakli will ever bring
stability and\poace to Syria.

B, Bin‘preoccupation.vith immediate problem
leaves little opportunity to move with
U8 on: lcono-ic aid agreement -- »

Johnston plan -- Refugee resettlement,
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AT S '
©' ' SEISHAKLI AND POSSIBLE SUCCESSORS

1. Sbishakli

A, Porty-five year-old general seized power

i#5] in 1949 Army coup, setting up civilian

”f;};;_:qgilo. This discarded inp 1951; had
hlilogf elected president in July 1953.
B, Shishakli maiely concerned with
"3-iinttining power. Not committed
vyubliclj on East-VWest 1ssu§, privately
.ﬁ f’ . yro-Nesters.
& m successors
+ vif oiiffhrcva, likely be replaced by
**;}iﬁitiqr military regime, which to satisty
'.’appolitioa to military rule, may set up

eivilian regime umder former president

iil‘nl Atasi or some other figurehead.
‘Wo stromg group of 8yrian politiciams in
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